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 Keir FITCH

I.  Orientation of the European Commission 
The European Commission has a role to play in improving urban transport. Under the subsi-
diarity principle, the Commission is careful in approaching this area, aiming to help but not 
dictate. The transport authorities run their own municipalities.

II. The White Paper on the Future of Transport
The Commission is at a turning point in the drafting its third White Paper on public transport 
policy, which will relate its vision of transport across Europe for the next decade.

The White Paper recognises that we are facing a moment of important decision-making. 
Over the past 15 or 20 years, and particularly over the last five years, the Commission has 
discussed the challenges of climate and of decarbonisation.

Moreover, the events in the Middle East and in North Africa in the past few months have 
demonstrated clearly that oil as a resource may easily become even more scant as before 
and that consequently, its price might rise significantly. Today, transport in Europe depends 
96% on oil. We need a strategy for moving away from oil.

At the same time, the White Paper recognises that transport is a common good enabling the 
free movement of people and of goods. Transport should aim to generate the wealth of the 
economy. The White Paper does not propose an arbitrary rationing of transport, but does 
propose a whole system aimed at avoiding what could be a necessary rationing of transport 
in the future. In working with the Climate and Energy DGs, we have discussed how to reach 
the 2050 targets for CO2 emissions. Across Europe, we need to reduce emissions from 
transport by 60%.
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The goals of the White Paper are divided into four large categories:

1.	 Making existing vehicles more efficient;

2.	 Developing new means of private vehicles, including electric vehicles, hydrogen detec-
tion, and the use of bio fuels;

3.	 Promoting long-distance journeys by rail or waterways; 

4.	 Controlling traffic by means of IT solutions and better logistics. 

For cities, the Commission has defined several ambitious benchmarks:

1.	 By 2030, half of all urban passenger vehicles should be using electric or hybrid fuel sys-
tems;

2.	 By 2050, city transport should be completely carbon-free;

3.	 Freight logistic centres should be set up on the outskirts of cities, where long-distance 
transport can be broken down into small electric vehicles for delivery.

4.	 A modal shift is necessary for public transport within cities.

5.	 New frameworks need to be developed to make travel from one city to another more 
seamless, with integrated travel information and integrated ticketing. 

For long-distance travel, the White Paper encourages rail for both passengers and freight. 
For urban mobility, it encourages urban centres to establish urban mobility plans.

The White Paper also suggests a more comprehensive road charging system across Europe 
for both freight and passenger vehicles as well as new developments in urban road char-
ging.

 Silvia TICAU
As 60% of European citizens live in cities, we cannot have a sustainable European Union 
without sustainable cities. Most of our cities suffer from traffic congestion and from the 
resulting pollution. Safety and security are also major issues.

We need to look at alternative urban transport systems. We must promote an integrated, 
long-term approach to urban mobility. 

The European Union has a key role to play in accordance with the principle of subsidia-
rity. The decisions taken must be locally based, with a view towards encouraging coope-
ration between local authorities. We need a clear agenda. Each European city should chart 
an urban policy made up of intermodal networks, taking account of pedestrians, cyclists, 
elderly and disabled people, and socially vulnerable individuals. We must step up our efforts 
with regard to seeking clean technology-based transport. We need to invest more heavily in 
research focused on optimising available funding within the European Union. 

The European Investment Bank can play a crucial role in supporting our transport systems. 
In many regions, we need to renew transport infrastructures. Air and rail transport must 
uphold the rights and entitlements of passengers. Laws, codes, and standards must be 
reviewed when necessary.

The Commission has been asked to look at the use of urban transport navigation systems, 
to share best practices, and to look for more effective solutions under public–private sector 
joint partnerships. We need to seek more eco-friendly forms of transport and to look at intel-
ligent systems of logistics to reduce the number of lorries and trucks in city areas. 

Urban mobility must be one of the key pillars on the European agenda. 
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 Michael CRAMER
By 2020, we aim for a reduction of 20% in greenhouse gases, a growth of 20% in renewable 
resources, and an increase of 20% in energy efficiency. I shall present three theses that 
demonstrate how we could reach these targets:

First thesis:
We cannot stop climate change without changing our mobility.
We have an increase of CO2 emissions from the transport sector and a weak connection 
between economy and ecology. The modal shift is in the wrong direction. We have unfair 
competition between modes of transport and wrong funding priorities.

Transport is responsible for 30% of CO2 emissions in Europe. The transport sector has nulli-
fied the efforts carried out in other sectors. Since 1990, emissions have decreased in indus-
try and in homes by 10% but have increased by 35% in the transport sector.

A modal shift from road to rail is essential. Road transport represents 72% of CO2 emissions 
from transport while railway transport represents 1,6%. 

Second thesis:
Mobility by road and aviation is too cheap in Europe, while environmentally friendly transport 
modes are overly expensive. This situation is due to political will.
Rail charges are mandatory throughout Europe, while road charges for lorries are non-man-
datory in most countries.

Aviation is three or four times worse for the climate than rail transportation. The states 
receive €30 billion in kerosene tax and Value Added Tax, but no equivalent taxes for avia-
tion. The taxpayer is paying for the climate killers. Such amounts would be better utilised in 
supporting rail and public transport. The integration of the Emissions Trading in aviation is 
weak, and will not start until 2012.

Third thesis:
Metropolitan areas are the key to the shift towards sustainability.
Urban areas will cover about 84% of the European population by 2050. Road transport is 
responsible for 70% of all harmful emissions in cities. Social and economic problems have 
increased due to the urban road transport: the unbalanced use of space, congestion, noise, 
and air pollution.

Due to the economic growth worldwide, private car use will increase from 700 million today 
to 3 billion in 2050 if there is no change.

A comprehensive approach to urban mobility would involve:

•	 Mobility chains: walking, cycling, public transport, car-sharing, and car-pooling;

•	 A well-developed public transport system;

•	 Investment in a sustainable infrastructure;

•	 Price incentives;

•	 Intermodal integrated information systems.

EU resources need to be totally reoriented to privilege rail, cycling, and walking. Plans for 
sustainable urban mobility are essential for European Union co-financing measures and 
should be linked to EU targets and legislation. 




