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Q&A
Professor Wojciech SUCHORZEWSKI, 
Warsaw Institute of Technology

What is the opinion of the members of the European Parliament on a price-regulated system 
related to urban congestion? Can we expect it to take measures?

 Silvia TICAU 
The Parliament is working on the new Directive. The proposal is to introduce a supplemen-
tary charge for congestion and noise to the cost of CO2 emissions. We do not yet know if the 
proposal will be accepted. Many large European cities have already introduced a congestion 
charge.

 Keir FITCH
The Commission is in favour of such charges. We are pushing for congestion to be included 
in the European Directive. Cities are free to introduce congestion charges. We need a com-
mon European framework. We do not want a barrier for moving from one city to another.

 Silvia TICAU 
One important innovation in the future European Directive is that the entire amount of the 
charges may only be used for developing transport infrastructure. It is important to provide 
an intelligent transport system with sufficient passenger information.

 Michael CRAMER
Climate change and accidents have been ignored. Money will not bring about change. We do 
not need more money. We need a change in politics. We need to invest in urban and short-
distance trains before we invest in long-distance trains. The big projects must be the last 
part in the chain. Otherwise, we will not change the reality.

 Brigitte OLLIER, UITP, Belgium 
Regarding the discussions currently taking place at the European Commission on the gui-
ding principles for future expenditures, are they linked to the targets for 2020? Can it be 
verified that the money spent reinforces these targets?

 Keir FITCH
There are two different kinds of funding in the EU Transport projects. One source is spent 
considerably on rail. The larger source of transport funding, the structure and cohesion 
funds, is often spent on developing roads in the new member states. We continue to work 
on diverting money to railways. 

 Michael CRAMER
Due to the principle of subsidiarity, the European Union cannot dictate which projects should 
be done. However, it can say, “If you want European money, please give us a project for rail.” 
Also, trucks are using old toll-free roads. We are building an infrastructure for millions of 
euros that no one will use. We do not need more money. We need other politics. 
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 Silvia TICAU 
Within the European Parliament, the Transport Committee has given its opinion on the 
future financial framework as well as on the TEN-T policy. The TEN-T network has to link 
primary and secondary nodes. We asked that in the future all European capitals and big 
cities be linked through high-speed railway connections. In this way, we hope to persuade 
people to make the shift from road to rail. Nonetheless, many European rail projects have 
been delayed because national governments have not allocated sufficient funds for them.

 Jean-Pierre GIRAULT, France

Are we doing a real investigation to grapple with our megalopolis? How can we return to 
a more human scale to deal with the problems and issues from an environmental point of 
view?

 Silvia TICAU 
I agree that it is necessary to look at intermodal systems of transport. We need to look at the 
total passenger numbers on rail links to city centres with a view to improving travel times. 
We need to dedicate more taxi and bus lanes on urban roads. The TEN-T budget could be 
allocated partly to improving urban transport infrastructures. Local authorities will have to 
effectively plan urban transport and request the necessary funds. 

 Michael CRAMER
I agree that we need to change lifestyles. Investments need to be based on lifestyle changes. 
The Swiss have built one high-speed rail track to save time on 70 interconnections. We 
should take Switzerland as a model for Europe and the European Union. 

 Keir FITCH
We need to think about investment in the local dimension. Europe can establish standards 
and can encourage people to think about how to organise transport better in the city. Trans-
port will be cheaper if it is done in more or less the same way in every city.




