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We are here today for the final conference of our CAPRICE project. We are committed to sus-
tainable development, growth, and transport mobility. This conference gives us the oppor-
tunity to present our conclusions and to share our best practices. It is of Rey importance,
especially at a time when the European Commission is completing the draft of its White
Paper on Transport for 2011-2020.

Public transport needs to rise to the challenge of sustainable development and to promote
economic growth in compliance with the environmental needs of present and future gene-
rations. The CAPRICE Good Practice Guide presents major recommendations to promote
sustainable urban public transport. Our recommendations involve a complex set of issues
around planning, management, and operations.

We have a lot to learn from all of you. We need to share our Rnow-how and tighten our
cooperation. The expert evaluations that you conduct will be a major asset for everyone in
Europe. Promoting sustainable transport mobility under the CAPRICE project is central, not
only to our participating municipalities but also to Europe as a whole. Public policymakRing
must embrace the environmental concerns of the free flow of goods and services within the
European Union and must also takRe account of transport networR interlinks across Europe.

I would like to thank all of the participants of the CAPRICE project for their outstanding work
over the past two years and all of the stakeholders who have contributed to taking stocR of
the issues and rising to the challenges.

Sharing our views today will be a major opportunity that could lead to some major changes
in the way we approach territorial mobility. | hope you can help make a major contribution to
the future of European citizens and urban dwellers.

p—

il
|





