
Metropolitan areas:

the key for shifting EU transport policy towards sustainability

A European perspective by Michael Cramer



2

First Thesis

We cannot stop climate change
without changing our mobility.
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Second Thesis

Mobility is too cheap in Europe �
only environmentally-friendly transport modes

are too expensive.

All that is a political will.
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Third Thesis

Metropolitan areas are the key to 

shift towards sustainability.
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Where we want to go by 2020

� 20% greenhouse gas reduction

� 20% renewable resources

� 20% more energy efficiency
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First Thesis

We cannot stop climate change without changing our
mobility.
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Where we stand

� increase of CO2 emissions from the transport sector

� weak connection between economy and ecology

� modal shift in the wrong direction

� unfair competition between modes of transport

� wrong funding priorities
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Current transport situation

� Total and relative increase of 
greenhouse gas emissions from 
transport

� Average annual increase of 2% of 
CO2-emissions between 1990-2005

� + 35 % since 1990 

� Other sectors have reduced by 10 %
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CO2-emissions by sector
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A modal shift � in the wrong direction

� The transport balance is continuously 
shifting from rail to road

� This is not due to a lack of 
competitiveness of green transport
modes, but to serious distortions of 
competition.

Source: Statistical Handbook GD Energy and Transport (2009)
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Second Thesis

Mobility is too cheap in Europe �
only environmentally-friendly transport modes

are too expensive.

All that is a political will.
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The wrong framework: 
mandatory rail charge in the EU
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While non-mandatory road charge
road charge for lorries in Europe

EUR-cents per km

Switzerland
Austria
Spain
France
Portugal
Germany
Italy
Ireland
Greece
Belgium
Denmark
Luxemburg
Netherlands
Hungary
Czech Republic
Slovakia
Finland
Poland
Sweden
Great Britain






















